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Phyllis W. Beck

Phyllis W. Beck is a magna cum laude graduate of Brown University.  She earned a J.D. from Temple Law School night division in 1967 where she was first in her class.  After practicing law, she taught at Temple Law School and then was Vice Dean at the University of Pennsylvania Law School.

From 1981 through 2005, she was a judge of the Superior Court, the intermediate appellate court in Pennsylvania. She was the first woman to serve as a judge on the court which was formed in 1895.

Judge Beck is known as a strong advocate for judicial reform.  As chair of the Governor’s (Casey) Commission on Judicial Reform, Judge Beck authored a 260 page report recommending major structural reform in Pennsylvania’s Judicial System.  Since the late 1980’s she has been actively pursuing judicial reform.  The nationally recognized American Judicature Society awarded her the Herbert Harley Award for her leadership role in the field, especially her work with Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts.

As of January 2006, she became the CFO of the Independence Foundation, the ninth largest foundation in the Delaware Valley and she continues in her position as Chair of its Board.  She is also the vice president of the Free Library of Philadelphia and was a founding member and president of Philadelphia Futures, an organization devoted to mentoring children.  She is currently on the board of Philadelphia READS, the local initiative of the national program of America READS, and the board of the After School Activities Partnerships (ASAP).

She is a member of the American Law Institute, the Committee on Judicial Ethics of the Philadelphia Bar Association, a Board Member at Villanova Law School and Temple Law School and the American Judicature Society.  She also serves on the Board of the Mann Center for the Performing Arts.  She is an Overseer of the University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing, and a board member of the Museum of American Jewish History, and President of the Foundation for Cognitive Therapy and Research.

She is the recipient of two honorary degrees, the Judicial Award of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, the Anne X. Alpern Award of the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s Commission on Women, the Brennan Award of the Philadelphia Bar Association, and the Florence Murray Award of National Association of Women Judges, the Outstanding Alumni Award from Temple Law School, the Pennsylvania Legal Services Excellence Award, and the Sandra Day O’Connor Award.

Donald R. Caldwell

Don Caldwell is currently Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Cross Atlantic Capital Partners Inc.  Cross Atlantic manages four venture capital funds totaling approximately $600 million, based in Radnor, Pennsylvania, with additional offices in Ireland and the United Kingdom. 
Until March 1, 1999, he was President and Chief Operating Officer of Safeguard Scientifics, Inc. where he also previously served as Executive Vice President.  Prior to joining Safeguard in 1993, Mr. Caldwell held a number of executive and financial positions, including Chief Administrative Officer of a predecessor company of Cambridge Technology Partners, Inc. (Massachusetts), a provider of information technology consulting and software development; Executive Vice President and then President of Atlantic Financial; and as a partner in the national office of Arthur Young & Co., a predecessor to Ernst & Young, LLP.

Mr. Caldwell serves on numerous boards of publicly and privately held companies and civic organizations, including DiamondCluster International Incorporated, Quaker Chemical Corporation, Kanbay International Incorporated, Sealegs Corporation (New Zealand), Brainspark plc (London, England), Voxware Incorporated, Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts (Chairman), Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation (Vice Chairman), Arts & Business Council of Greater Philadelphia (Chairman), and the Committee for Economic Development.

He is a CPA in the State of New York and holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Babson College and a master of business administration from the Graduate School of Business at Harvard University.

Charles E.M. Kolb 

Charles Kolb is President of the Committee for Economic Development (CED) in Washington, D.C. CED is an independent, nonpartisan organization of over 200 business and education leaders dedicated to economic and social policy research and the implementation of its recommendations by the public and private sectors. He has held this position since September 1997.  

Prior to joining CED, he served as General Counsel and Secretary of United Way of America from 1992 to 1997. During nearly ten years of government service he held several senior-level positions. He served as Deputy Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy, The White House (1990-1992). At the White House, he worked on several domestic issues involving economic, education, legal, and regulatory matters. From 1983 to 1990, he held three other government positions:  Assistant General Counsel, Office of Management and Budget (1983-1986); Deputy General Counsel for Regulations and Legislation, U.S. Department of Education (1986-1988); and Deputy Under Secretary for Planning, Budget and Evaluation, U.S. Department of Education (1988-1990).  

Prior to government service, he practiced law at two Washington, D.C., law firms:  Covington & Burling and Foreman & Dyess. He also was a law clerk to U.S. District Court Judge Joseph H. Young in Baltimore, Maryland.  

He received his undergraduate degree at Princeton University and did graduate work at Balliol College, Oxford University, from which he received a Master’s Degree in Philosophy, Politics and Economics. He holds a law degree from the University of Virginia School of Law where he was Editor-in-Chief of the Virginia Journal of International Law. He is also the author of a book on policymaking in the Bush White House and numerous law review and op-ed articles.  
Lynn A. Marks
Lynn A. Marks is the Executive Director of Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts, a statewide non-profit organization working to improve the administration of justice in Pennsylvania, particularly in the areas of judicial selection, judicial discipline, jury service, court funding, and increasing racial, ethnic and gender fairness. 

Under Ms. Marks’ leadership since 1990, Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts has spearheaded the effort for Pennsylvania to appoint, rather than elect, state court judges. She has testified at numerous public hearings and is a resource for policy makers, academics and representatives of the media. She was a principal advisor to former Governor Tom Ridge in his effort to achieve merit selection of judges and co-chaired the transition team’s Judicial Issues Task Force of the current Governor, Edward G. Rendell.

Trained as an attorney at the University of Pennsylvania Law School, she has spent her career leading non-profit organizations and has served on numerous boards of directors.  Ms. Marks has taught college level courses in criminal and social justice and is the author of two books (one on domestic violence, the other on government decentralization).  

Ms. Marks is an active member of the American, Pennsylvania and Philadelphia Bar Associations and has served in leadership roles in those associations’ activities related to the judicial system. She has co-chaired the ABA Litigation Section’s Task Force on the Judiciary and serves on the ABA Commission on the American Jury Project and the ABA Commission on Judicial Independence. She is a member of the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission for Gender, Racial and Ethnic Fairness and serves on the House of Delegates of the Pennsylvania Bar Association. 

She has received numerous awards, including the Philadelphia Bar Association Public Interest Section’s Andrew Hamilton Award, the Women’s Center of Montgomery County’s “Making a Difference Award,” and a Philadelphia City Council Proclamation “in tribute to her life’s work of making this world and especially this city’s justice system better for its thousands of clients.”   She was named a “Woman of Distinction” in 2001 by the Philadelphia Business Journal. 
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