
March 2015 

Dear Member of Congress: 

On behalf of the Education Subcommittee of the Committee of Economic Development of The 

Conference Board (CED), we would like to call to your attention CED’s attached position 

statement on reauthorization of the Elementary & Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 

CED supports maintaining the current requirements and schedule for state standardized testing, 

expanded access to early childhood education, and college and career-ready standards for K12 

education.  CED supports annual state testing because it is integral to building the most effective 

teacher evaluation and compensation systems and to creating data systems that improve 

instruction and student learning.  Expanded access to high-quality early education helps insure 

that all children enter kindergarten ready to learn.  College and career-ready standards create a 

clear framework that is aligned to the demands of colleges, career-training programs and 

employers. 

About CED 

Founded in 1942, the Committee for Economic Development of The Conference Board (CED) 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, business-led public policy organization that delivers well-

researched analysis and reasoned solutions to our nation’s most critical issues. CED’s work is 

grounded on seven core principles: sustainable capitalism, long-term economic growth, 

efficient fiscal and regulatory policy, competitive and open markets, a globally competitive 

workforce, equal economic opportunity, and nonpartisanship in the nation’s interest. More 

information is available at www.ced.org. 
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In keeping with CED’s principles for education policy, as published in its policy statements, 

CED advocates the following positions: 

At the federal level… 

CED supports maintaining the current requirements and schedule for state standardized 

testing in any reauthorization of the federal Elementary & Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  

Maintaining the current requirements would continue annual testing in grades 3-8 for math and 

English language arts; science testing once each at the elementary, middle school, and high 

school levels; and math and English language arts testing once in high school.  Any ESEA 

reauthorization should continue to require that each state’s tests be aligned with the state’s 

standards for these subjects. 

CED also supports expanded access to early childhood education as part of ESEA 

reauthorization. 

At the state level… 

As employers who hire the graduates of our educational system and as businesses that care about 

the future strength and growth of our economy, CED also urges states to adopt college and 

career-ready standards for all their standards in K12 education. 

At all levels… 
CED advocates better support for K12 teachers, principals, and districts as they implement new 

curriculum and testing that prepares all students to be college- and career-ready workers and 

citizens. 

CED’s Principles and Rationale 

 Data from required annual state tests in grades 3-8 in math and English language arts

and once in high school are needed for:

 Teacher evaluations and compensation systems built “in part on the basis of on-

the-job performance as demonstrated by student learning” (CED, 2009).  The

contributions of individual teachers to student learning cannot be assessed unless

students are tested annually, ideally near the end of their year with a particular

teacher. In this way the difference between what the student knew at the end of the

previous year and the current year – a true measure of their learning – can be

estimated.

 Better student and teacher data systems that enable genuine instructional

improvement and increased student learning (CED, 2009).  Instructional

improvement and increased student learning require a variety of measures of student

learning to assess what is working and what is not.  Annual standardized testing that

allows comparison of students, schools, and districts across a state is one

indispensable tool in this process.



 A national strategy for expanded access to high-quality early childhood education, 

beginning with those in greatest need, will help insure that all students enter kindergarten 

ready to learn and that they gain the greatest benefit from their subsequent K12 

education. (CED, 2012) 

 College- and career-ready standards, such as the Common Core and the Next 

Generation Science Standards, create a clear framework for what students should know 

that is aligned to the demands of colleges, career-training programs, and employers.  

They create rigorous expectations for all students and allow collaboration across districts 

and states in developing tools that support teaching and learning. (CED, 2014) Business 

groups are becoming increasingly supportive of the updated standards as they recognize 

the skills students need to graduate ready for college and the job market. 
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