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Select Report Statistics 

Employment 

 The industry employs 1.46 million workers in nearly 27,000 establishments, accounting for 13 

percent of total U.S. manufacturing employment.    

 It makes an especially robust contribution to lower-population states, accounting for more than 20% 

of all manufacturing employment in Nebraska, Idaho, Iowa, South Dakota, Delaware, and Hawaii.  

 

Manufacturing and trade activity 

 Food (including beverages) is the only major product category in which the United States maintains a 

positive trade balance with other countries, reflecting our nation’s strong comparative advantage.  

 While other divisions of the manufacturing sector have waned, the food and beverage industry has 

remained far more stable due to the steady demand for food and the industry’s continuous innovation. 

 The industry alone generates a $164 billion in value added. The value added paid out includes $83 

billion in total salary and benefits, $9.7 billion in taxes, and $62 billion in property income.  

 

Economic multiplier 

 Every dollar of the industry’s output generates between $0.40 and $1.35 of additional economic 

activity in local economies. 

 Additionally, every dollar of the industry’s output generates $1.27 of economic activity in the U.S. 

economy with expanded international sales.  

 

Product innovation and affordability 

 At least 40 percent of the industry’s new foods and beverages have positive nutrition or health 

attributes, in response to consumer demand for healthful products. 

 The industry spends $5.4 billion annually on research. Venture capital firms invest another $3 billion 

to fund innovations in food market and processing technologies. 

 The industry contributes to food affordability. U.S. consumers spend less than 10% percent of income 

on food, and less than consumers in other comparable countries. 

 

Farm sector 

 The industry transforms raw farm commodities from more than 2 million farms into consumer food 

and beverage products; they are marketed through nearly 700,000 retail stores and foodservice 

outlets. 

 The industry provides the link between farms and retailers to meet the needs of 320 million U.S. 

consumers. 
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Tweets 

 Today, CED unveils a new report showing the #FoodandBeverage industry’s impressive impact on 

the US economy: http://bit.ly/2mWDV8w  

        
 

 The #FoodandBeverage industry employs 1.43 million people in nearly 27K US establishments. Read 

CED’s full report: http://bit.ly/2mWDV8w 

 
 

 The #FoodandBeverage industry transforms raw farm commodities from over 2 million U.S. farms 

into consumer products: http://bit.ly/2mWDV8w 

 
 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/2mWDV8w
http://bit.ly/2mWDV8w
http://bit.ly/2mWDV8w


 Every dollar of demand for US food exports stimulates $1.27 in economic activity. More 

#FoodandBeverage stats here: http://bit.ly/2mWDV8w 

 
 

 The #FoodandBeverage industry plays a major role in the international marketplace. The growth of 

US agricultural exports is shown below: 

      
 

 The #FoodandBeverage industry accounts for 5% of GDP, serving 320 million domestic consumers. 

See more impact here: http://bit.ly/2mWDV8w  
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Facebook posts 

 Look at the economic impact of one can of Progresso Italian Wedding Soup. The Committee 

for Economic Development’s report about the economic impact of the food and beverage 

industry can be found here: http://bit.ly/2mWDV8w  

       
 

 

 USDA food assistance programs influence the food market in three important ways. They 

increase food expenditures, they influence retailer choices, and they create incentives for 

product development and formulation. The Committee for Economic Development’s report 

about the economic impact of the food and beverage industry can be found here: 

http://bit.ly/2mWDV8w  
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 Out of a total of $1.4 trillion in sales in 2014, $728 billion was for “food at home” and $731 

billion was for “food away from home.” In 2014, sales of “food away from home” exceeded 

those for “food at home” for the first time. The Committee for Economic Development’s 

report about the economic impact of the food and beverage industry can be found here: 

http://bit.ly/2mWDV8w  
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