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Building infrastructure in real time:
AVOIDING REGULATORY PARALYSIS

Regulatory “paralysis” slows 
construction permits: The average 
environmental review takes 4-1/2 years; 
the average environmental impact 
statement (EIS) is over 600 pages.

Delays increase cost. The higher costs 
of completing projects in eight years 
instead of two is estimated at
$3.7 trillion. Disputes must be resolved 
within fair, reasonable time limits.

Solutions for Faster Federal Permitting

   A bipartisan Senate-confirmed three-
member panel makes final decisions, 
demonstrating fairness and legitimacy.

   A single decision process uses a single 
document for the permit.

   Limits on judicial review require 
material objections after full participation 
in the permitting process, within two years, 
considering benefits as well as costs.

   Time limits: a final decision within two 
years, with the expert panel free to
decide by the deadline.

   Limits on paperwork: 150 pages for 
environmental impact statements, 300
pages for the most complex projects—
the original intent of the law.

Why it matters: Dollars should be spent 
on asphalt, concrete, steel and labor, not 
transactions costs.

 US infrastructure—once
  an advantage in global  
 competition—now lags 
            our competitors. 
    The total investment 

$2.59
     trillion over       10 years 
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