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Richard J. Kramer is Chairman, President & Chief 
Executive Officer of The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company.  
He became CEO in 2010 and was elected Chairman by 
Goodyear’s Board of Directors later the same year.

Kramer’s appointment as CEO culminated a steady rise through 
the company in a series of key leadership roles over the course 
of a decade. After joining Goodyear in 2000 as vice president of 
corporate finance, he served as vice president of finance for the 
company’s North America business from 2002 to 2003.   

As executive vice president and chief financial officer from 
2004 to 2007, Kramer led the successful effort to restructure 
Goodyear’s debt and improve the company’s capital structure.

He was named president of Goodyear North America in 2007 
and guided the company’s largest business through the global 
recession, and positioned it for sustained profitability in the 
years that followed.  In 2009, Kramer assumed additional 
responsibility as Chief Operating Officer prior to his 
appointment as CEO the following year. 

Before joining Goodyear, he was a partner with 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, where he spent 13 years including a 
three-year assignment based in Paris, France.

Born in Cleveland, Kramer attended John Carroll University, 
earning a Bachelor of Science degree in business administration 
in 1986.  He remains active as a JCU alumnus and has served 
on the school’s Board of Trustees since 2007.  Kramer also 
is engaged in community leadership roles with the Akron 
Regional Chamber of Commerce and Akron Tomorrow.  He 
currently is on the Board of Directors for The Sherwin-Williams 
Company and is a member of The Business Council.

The Leadership in the 
Nation’s Interest Award 
recognizes a corporate 

executive who leads his 
or her company with 

integrity and purpose, 
and champions policies 

for the common good.  
CED is pleased to  

present this award to  
Richard J. Kramer 

Chairman,  
President  & CEO 

The Goodyear Tire & 
Rubber Company
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business-led public policy 
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and reasoned solutions to
our nation’s most critical issues. 
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CED salutes Richard J. Kramer and  
The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company  
for their outstanding business leadership  

and commitment to promoting the common good. 

Committee for Economic Development

Congratulations on tonight’s award and 
thank you for setting an example for all of us 
to follow as a leader for our business and our 

communities.

The Goodyear  
Tire & Rubber Company

NASCAR congratulates Goodyear Tire & 
Rubber Company Chairman, CEO and 

President, Richard J. Kramer, recipient of the 
Committee for Economic Development’s 2016 

Leadership in the Nation’s Interest Award! 

NASCAR

With best wishes and thanks for all your great 
work from Ron O’Hanley and the entire team at 

State Street Global Advisors.

Ron O’Hanley 
State Street Global Advisors

Rich, congratulations on this well deserved 
award. Your leadership of Goodyear and in the 

community sets a great example for all  
to follow.

Richard Smucker 
The J. M. Smucker Company

Congratulations, Rich, from all of us at Cardinal 
Health on this recognition. The impact of your 

leadership touches not only the Goodyear family, 
but enriches the communities in which you 

serve. Warmest congratulations. 

George Barrett 
Cardinal Health

Committee for Economic Development of the Conference Board



Congratulations!
Purpose Driven. Congratulations, Rich, 
for this outstanding award that not only 

recognizes the record level performance that 
has been accomplished at Goodyear with 

your leadership, but more importantly, the 
high-integrity and principled way you and 
your team have gone about delivering it.

EY

 Rich,  
I can think of no one more deserving to 
receive this award than you. Not only  
have you turned around Goodyear’s 
financial performance, but you have 

re-established a culture where Goodyear 
is a desired place of employment. To 

accomplish these tasks, an individual not 
only must be intelligent and dedicated, but 
also an inspirational leader. You definitely 

fit this profile! I regret that I am unable 
to attend the awards dinner in person, 

but I will be there in spirit. It has been a 
pleasure for me to work with you while 

we were both at Goodyear. I am delighted 
that I can count you as one of my friends.  
Best personal regards to you and Chris.

Joe Gingo 
A. Schulman, Inc.

Congratulations, Rich, on this well-
deserved recognition. You embody the 

principle that driving bottom-line results 
and upholding the highest standards of 
integrity can, and should, go hand-in-

hand. Thank you for lending your voice 
and vision to champion public policies 

that improve the greater good.

Carl Camden 
Kelly Services

The Sherwin-Williams Company is very pleased 
to congratulate Rich Kramer on receiving the 

Leadership in the Nation’s Interest Award. 
With your impressive career and outstanding 

commitment to community, you are truly 
deserving of this prestigious award. Thank you for 
your leadership and your dedication to Northeast 

Ohio. Sherwin-Williams is proud to call you a 
valued partner. 

The Sherwin-Williams Company

Rich, congratulations for receiving this Leadership 
in the Nation’s Interest Award from the National 
Association of Manufacturers. Your dedication 

and integrity exemplify what it means to be a great 
leader! 

National Association of 
 Manufacturers

Rich, congratulations on receiving the Leadership 
in the Nation’s Interest Award. An admired leader 
who guides the World’s Most Admired Tiremaker.

Michael Wessel 
Wessel Group

The Rubber Manufacturers Association 
congratulates you on your tremendous leadership 
in the tire industry and the success of your vision 

for Goodyear. We thank you for all you have 
done on behalf of our Association and your fellow 

members. 
The Rubber Manufacturers Association 

My sincere and warm congratulations, Richard, 
on receiving the Leadership in the Nation’s Interest 

Award. That is a wonderful recognition of your 
gifts, talents and abilities. Your contribution is a 

great asset to CED.
Brad Hewitt 

Thrivent Financial

Our most sincere congratulations for being honored 
as the 2016 recipient of the Leadership in the 

Nation’s Interest Award – your model of business 
leadership is an inspiration!

Jane Palmieri 
The Dow Chemical Company

Richard, congratulations on being this year’s 
honoree for CED’s Leadership in the Nation’s 

Interest Award. The values recognized in this award 
are what drive success in business and in life. Best 

wishes as you continue to impact lives. 
Duke Energy

Rich, you are so deserving of this very special 
National Leadership recognition by the Committee 

for Economic Development. You stand head 
and shoulders above many with a rich legacy of 
integrity, innovation and inclusion — and your 

leadership continues to have immeasurable impact 
at Goodyear, throughout the industry, and across 

the business world. 
Maggie Wilderotter  

Frontier Communications

Congratulations to Richard Kramer on receiving the 
CED Leadership in the Nation’s Interest Award. The 
company you have served for 15 years symbolizes 

leadership in Akron where you have continued and 
built upon the Goodyear Tire & Rubber heritage.  

Tom Nelson  
National Gypsum Company

Congratulations to Richard Kramer on being 
honored with CED’s Leadership in the Nation’s 

Interest Award. Your CED colleagues are proud to 
recognize you for the remarkable leadership qualities 

you embody. You are an inspiration to all.
Roger W. Ferguson, Jr.  

TIAA


