
 
 

 
 
The growth of the United States’ national debt is a significant threat to the quality of life of future 
generations. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) projects that, if current policies remain in 
place, the debt will reach 79% of GDP and continue to be on an upward and unsustainable path by 
2024. Yet lawmakers have avoided addressing the debt in a collaborate manner, instead providing 
only lip service to the issue on how it will negatively affect their children and grandchildren. Rarely, 
however, is the generation in question- the ‘Millennials’- heard from.  
 
In an effort to shift the conversation, the Committee for Economic Development (CED) is inviting 
a cohort of young professionals interested in public policy  to bring their innovative ideas to 
the discussion by producing a brief policy proposal containing recommendations to prevent a 
future fiscal crisis that would severely burden the Millennial generation. Proposals will be 
incorporated in a final report in the fall of 2014, which will be publicized on CED’s website, 
distributed at CED’s Fall Policy Conference, and shared with influential lawmakers on Capitol Hill.  
    
CRITERIA FOR STATEMENTS 

• Lead to a reversal of the unsustainable trajectory of the national debt 
• Contain balanced policy solutions that specifically address the concerns of the Millennial 

generation. 
• Align with CED’s nonpartisan and balanced approach   
• Maximum length of 2,500 words 
• Possible topic areas include but are not limited to: 

o Financial regulatory reform o Student loan debt 
o Tax reform o Globally competitive workforce 
o Health care spending   o Equal economic opportunity  
o Entitlement reform  o Discretionary spending caps  

 
CED welcomes contributions that address one or more interrelated dimensions of the topic:   

• What are the implications of such a high debt-to-GDP ratio?   
• What policies have led to the current level of debt? 
• How has hope for a “grand bargain” changed in the past few years?  
• How are Millennials uniquely burdened by a run-up of the national debt? 
• How can Millennials steer a national conversation away from political dysfunction to 

collaborative outputs? 
 
TIMELINE    
500 word abstract due: May 31, 2014 
Papers due: July 31, 2014  
 
REVIEW PROCESS 
Proposals will be reviewed by senior members of CED staff to insure factuality and appropriateness 
of content. Proposals may also be subject to approval by CED’s Policy & Impact Committee. Please 
contact Sean Hicks (shicks@ced.org) if you have an interest in writing, or have any questions 
regarding the journal.  

CED is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, business-led, public policy organization that delivers well researched 
analysis and reasoned solutions to our nation’s most critical issues. More information can be found at 

ced.org 
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