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CED PRESIDENT SUPPORTS EARLY EDUCATION FUNDING 
Urges Congress to Maintain 2010 Head Start Funding Level  

 
Washington, D.C., February 14, 2011  The President of the Committee for Economic Development 
(CED), Charles Kolb, has sent a letter to leaders in the House of Representatives urging them to 
maintain funding at 2010 levels for early education programs.  In the House of Representatives, the 
FY 2011 Continuing Resolution proposes a $1.083 billion cut in Head Start for the current budget year 
and a $39 million cut in child care.  This cut would mean that 218,000 children would lose Head Start 
benefits and 150,000 would lose child care.  Additionally, if approved, these cuts would close 16,000 
classrooms and 55,000 teachers, assistants and related staff would lose their jobs in Head Start. This 
would be the biggest cut in the 45-year history of Head Start.   
 
Mr. Kolb said, “The Committee for Economic Development has taken a strong stand over the past 
decade in support of early education and development programs. Research has shown that these 
programs truly are investments – and in fact there is no more effective investment than a focus on 
high-quality early learning. It is both a short- and long-term investment in our nation’s economic 
development.”   
 
In his letter, Mr. Kolb urged House members to support funding for the Child Care and Development 
Block Grant (CCDBG), Head Start, and Early Head Start in FY 2011.   
 
“Today, far too many of our children enter kindergarten without the tools to succeed in school, and 
leave school without the tools they need to contribute to our economy.  High-quality early learning 
programs encourage children’s learning skills, love of learning, motivation, and persistence—which 
helps them to become not only strong students but also strong, productive members of the workforce.  
Research demonstrates that high-quality early education programs help reduce the need for special 
education and remediation, lower criminal justice costs, improve health outcomes, and increase family 
self-sufficiency and productivity.  Early learning programs are clearly a cost-effective investment,” Mr. 
Kolb continued.   
 
The federal government needs to eliminate inefficiencies whenever they occur in government 
programs and to make hard choices throughout the budget to achieve deficit reduction and limit the 
public debt.  Early Education programs have proven to be an effective and important investment in our 
children and in our nation’s future.      
 
CED has a 69-year history of working to ensure the long-term financial health of the country through 
responsible federal spending, and believes there is no more responsible investment America can 
make than investing in early learning.  By providing the reliable child care that parents need to work 
and the early education that children need to succeed in school and in life, these programs help boost 
our nation’s economic competitiveness now and in the future.  For more on CED’s work on early 
education, go to: http://www.ced.org/issues/education/early-care-and-education  
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CED is a non-profit, non-partisan organization of more than 200 business leaders and university presidents. Since 1942, its 
research and policy programs have addressed many of the nation’s most pressing economic and social issues, including 
education reform, workforce competitiveness, campaign finance, health care, and global trade and finance. CED promotes 
policies to produce increased productivity and living standards, greater and more equal opportunity for every citizen, and an 
improved quality of life for all.   
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